1. The stages of the Christian Church

Peter’s names
AE 443:4. He is called “Simon son of Jonah” when the Lord said to him, “Lovest thou Me?” and he answered, “I love Thee.” But when he presently turned himself away from the Lord and was indignant because John, who signifies the good of charity, was following Jesus, he is called “Peter,” “Peter” here signifying truth without good, or faith separate from charity.

AE 820:6. … “Simon son of Jonas” signifies faith from charity. “Simon” signifies hearkening and obedience, and “Jonas” means a dove, which signifies charity…. 
Feed (My sheep)
AE 820:6. That those who are in the doctrine of truth from love to the Lord are to instruct those who will be of the Lord’s church is meant by the Lord’s asking, “Lovest thou Me?” and afterwards by “Feed My lambs” and “My sheep.” (Not that Peter only would instruct, but all those who were represented by Peter, who, as has been said, are those who are in love to the Lord, and thence in truths from the Lord….)
 
AE 9:2. … Those who are in faith from love ought to instruct those who are in the good of love to the Lord, and in the good of charity towards the neighbor; for those who are in faith from love are also in truths, and those who from this are in truths, instruct concerning good, and lead to good; for all the spiritual good that a man has is gained and implanted by truths.

Lambs and sheep

AC 3994:5 …As charity and love are not charity and love unless they are from innocence, for this reason the Lord first asks Peter whether he loves Him, that is, whether there is love in the faith, and then says, “Feed My lambs,” that is, those who are in innocence. And then, after the same question, He says, “Feed My sheep,” that is, those who are in charity. 

AC 4169:3. … “Lambs” here denote those who are in innocence; “sheep” as first mentioned, those who are in good from good; and “sheep” as last mentioned, those who are in good from truth. 

Three times; grief
AE 820:6. Peter was asked three times to signify the full time of the church from its beginning to its end, for this is the signification of “three;” so when he was asked the third time it is said that “Peter was grieved.”
John 21
15. Then when they had breakfasted, Jesus says to Simon Peter, Simon, son of Jonas, do you love Me more than these? He says to Him, Yes, Lord, You know that I care for
 You. He says to him, Feed My lambs.

16. He says to him again the second time, Simon, son of Jonas, do you love Me? He says to Him, Yes, Lord; You know that I care for You. He says to him, Shepherd My sheep.

17. He says to him the third time, Simon, son of Jonas, do you care for
 Me? Peter was grieved because He said to him the third time, Do you care for Me? And he said to Him, Lord, You know all things; You know that I care for You. Jesus says to him, Feed My sheep.
2. Foretelling the end of the first Christian Church
Peter when younger and when old
AE 820:7. And because the third time He asked [“Do you care for Me?”] signified the end of the church, therefore these words of the Lord to Peter immediately follow… [about Peter when he was old].
… “Peter” signifies faith from charity, and also faith without charity, faith from charity in the church at its beginning, and faith without charity when the church comes to its end. Thus “Peter when he was younger” signifies the faith of the church in its beginning, and “when he became old” the faith of the church coming to an end; and “to gird himself and walk” signifies to learn truths and live according to them. 
Girding yourself and walking where you desire

… “I say unto thee, when thou wast younger thou girdedst thyself and walkedst where thou desirest,” signifies that the church in its beginning will be instructed in truths that are from good, and by means of them will be led by the Lord. 
Another gird you and lead where you do not desire

And “When thou shalt be old thou shalt stretch forth thine hands and another shall gird thee, and lead thee where thou desirest not,” signifies that the church at its end will not know truths, but falsities that belong to faith without charity, and will be led by them. “To gird oneself,” as “to be clothed,” signifies to be instructed in truths, because “garments” signify truths clothing good… and “to walk” signifies to live according to truths… Consequently “to gird himself and walk where he desires” signifies to consider freely and to see truths, and do them. But “to stretch forth the hands” signifies not to be in such freedom; for “the hands” signify the power of truth from the understanding and perception of it, and “to stretch forth the hands” signifies not to have that power, thus not the freedom to think and to see truth. 

“Another shall gird thee, and lead thee where thou wouldst not,” signifies to acknowledge as truths what another dictates, and what one does not see for oneself, as is done at this day with the religion of faith alone. 
Peter and John

This faith [without charity] is what is now meant by “Peter,” and therefore it is said that Peter turning about saw the disciple whom Jesus loved following, and said of him, “But what about this one?” likewise that Jesus said to Peter, “What is that to thee?” “The disciple following Jesus” signifies the goods of life, which are good works; and that these will not perish to the end of life is signified by the words that here follow.

18. Amen, Amen, I say to you, When you were younger, you dressed yourself, and walked where you desired; but when you have grown old, you will stretch out your hands and another will dress you and carry you where you do not desire. 
3. A remnant of charity, thus of the Church, will be preserved…
Follow Me
AE 864:5. In the Gospels:

     Whoever wills to come after Me let him deny himself and follow Me (Matt. 16:24; Mark 8:34; Luke 9:23).

Evidently “to go after the Lord and to follow Him” is to deny self; and to deny self is to be led not by self but by the Lord; and he denies self who shuns and turns away from evils because they are sins; and when man turns away from evils he is led by the Lord; for he does the Lord’s commandments, not from self but from the Lord. [This is] “to follow the Lord”…. 

AC 10087:4. By “John following the Lord” was signified that they who are in the goods of charity follow the Lord and are loved by the Lord, neither do they draw back; while they who are in faith separate not only do not follow the Lord, but are also indignant about it, like Peter at that time….

To lie on the breast

AR 879. And I John saw the holy city New Jerusalem coming down from God out of heaven, signifies the New Church to be established by the Lord at the end of the former church… The reason why John here names himself, saying, “I John” is because by him as an apostle is signified the good of love to the Lord, and thence the good of life. Therefore he was loved more than the other apostles, and at supper lay on the Lord’s breast (John 13:23; 21:20); and in like manner this church which is now treated of.
AC 6073:3. Because a man’s works are the complex of all things of his charity and faith, and the life causes charity to be charity and faith to be faith, thus good, therefore the Lord loved John more than the rest of His disciples, and he lay on His breast at supper (John 21:20); for by him were represented the goods or works of charity… For this reason also the Lord said to him, “Follow Me,” and not to Peter, by whom was represented faith… Therefore faith, which is “Peter,” said with indignation, “Lord, what of this one?”
19. But this He said, signifying by what death he would glorify God. And having said this, He says to him, Follow Me.

20. But Peter, turning, sees the disciple whom Jesus loved following – who also reclined on His breast at supper and said, Lord, who is the one betraying You?

21. Seeing him, Peter says to Jesus, Lord, but what of this one?
4. …until the Lord makes His second coming and establishes the New Church.
I desire him to remain until I come.
AR 17:5. …The Lord also said of John, that “he should remain until He came” (verse 22-23), thus to this day, which is the Lord’s coming. The good of life is therefore now taught by the Word for those who will be of His New Church, which is the New Jerusalem.
AE 870:2. In respect to the Lord’s coming it is believed by some that the Lord will come again in person, and indeed to accomplish the Last Judgment; and this because it is so said in… John 21:22. But His coming does not mean here His coming in person, but that He was then to reveal Himself in the Word, that He is Jehovah, the Lord of heaven and earth, and that all who will be in His New Church, which is meant by the New Jerusalem, will adore Him alone. And to this end He has now opened the internal or spiritual sense of the Word, in which sense the Lord is everywhere treated of. (This is the meaning also of His coming in the clouds of heaven with glory…. That the “clouds of heaven” signify the Word in the letter, and “glory” its spiritual sense, may be seen above….) Because He Himself is the Word, as He is called in John (1:1, 2, 14), therefore the revelation of Himself in the Word is “His coming.” 

Testifying
AE 10:3. To “testify” is to acknowledge in heart, because spiritual things are treated of; and no one can testify respecting spiritual things except from the heart, because from no other source does he perceive that they are so. To testify of things that have existence in the world is to bear witness from knowledge, or from memory and thought, because the man has so seen or heard. But it is otherwise with things spiritual, for these fill the whole life and constitute it. 
(The spirit of man, in which his life primarily resides, is nothing else than his will or his love, and his understanding and faith therefrom, and “heart” in the Word signifies the will and love, and understanding and faith therefrom. From this it is evident whence it is that by “testifying” in the spiritual sense, is meant to acknowledge in heart.) 
Since by the “heart” is signified the good of love, and this alone is what acknowledges Divine truth, and the Divine of the Lord in His Human, and since that good is signified by “John,” it is also said by John that “he testifies to the Word of God and to the testimony of Jesus Christ.” So also in another place:

     And he who has seen has testified, and his testimony is true; and he knows that he says what is true, that you may believe (John 19:35) ….
22. Jesus says to him, If I desire him to remain until I come, what is that to you? You follow Me.

23. Then this word went out among the brothers that that disciple does not die. And yet Jesus did not say to him that he does not die; but, If I desire him to remain until I come, what is it to you?

24. This is the disciple testifying about these things and writing these things, and we know that his testimony is true.

25. And there are also many other things, whatever Jesus did, which, if they were written one by one, I suppose that not even the world itself would contain the scrolls being written. Amen.

� The parts in parentheses here and on page 4 were not included in the slideshow.


� In verses 15 and 16, while the Lord uses a stronger verb for love, agapao, Simon answers using phileo, a word for brotherly love or friendship. In AE 9:2, the Writings use the Latin diligo for agapao and amo for phileo. But in all other passages, they simply use amo for both Greek verbs.


� This time the Lord uses Simon’s verb, phileo.


� John 13:25
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